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Deputies; but in reality it is by far the weaker body
of the two, although it contains at least as much po-
litical ability and experience as the other House, and,
indeed, has as much dignity, and is composed of as^
impressive a body of men as can be found in any
legislative chamber the world over. The fact is that
according to the traditions of the parliamentary system
the cabinet is responsible only to the more popular
branch of the legislature, and in all but one of the
instances where a cabinet in France has resigned on an
adverse vote of the Senate, the vote was rather an
excuse for the withdrawal of a discredited ministry than
the cause of its resignation.1 The remaining case,
which occurred during the present year, is the only one
where the responsibility of the ministers to the Senate
was fairly raised, and where anything like a real contest
took place between the chambers. On this occasion the
Senate did certainly force a united and vigorous cabinet
to resign, but it was enabled to do so only because the

1 Dupriez (vol. ii. pp. 453-54) mentions two such cases. One in 1876,
when the cabinet, disliking a bill for an amnesty passed by the Chamber
of Deputies, proposed in the Senate a compromise, which the latter,
averse to any amnesty, rejected. The ministers thereupon resigned, but
they had really been beaten in the Chamber of Deputies, and their only
hope of restoring their prestige lay in forcing through the compromise.
The other case was in 1890, when the Senate by a vote condemning the
economic policy of the government, brought about a cabinet crisis. But
the ministry was already divided within itself, and had almost broken in
pieces a few days before. There appears to have been a third instance of
the same kind in 1883. In that case the Fallieres ministry resigned
because the Senate rejected a bill on the expulsion of members of families
that had reigned in France, but here again the cabinet was disunited and
in a feeble condition before the vote in the Senate took place. (Journal
Officiel, Feb. 18 and 19,1883.)